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Poverty and Disparities in Niagara
County

Anna Blatto

Not Unusually Poor, but Unusually Unequal

The Buffalo-Niagara metro area is not unusually poor, but it suffers from pockets of deep
poverty, particularly in its urban areas. In Niagara County as a whole, the poverty rate is
lower than the national average. However, rates in the cities of Niagara Falls and
Lockport are much higher. The other area of concentrated poverty is the Tuscarora
Nation Reservation, where the level of poverty has steadily increased over the past five
years.

Poverty in Niagara County 1s segregated and racialized, and the poverty rafe for people of
color 1s much higher than that for whites. Still, because Niagara County is 86 percent
white, there are more whites than people of color living in poverty in the county. Put
another way, the typical person experiencing poverty in the county is white, but people of
color are much more likely to experience poverty.

Poverty in Niagara
County reflects
patterns similar to
that of Erie County
and the Buffalo-
Niagara metro area
as a whole. ltis

racially disparate and
concentrated in
urban areas —
particularly Niagara
Falls — and on the

Tuscarora Nation
Reservation.

METRO, COUNTY, AND
UNITED STATES POVERTY
RATES

The Buffalo-Niagara Falls
metropolitan region is not
unusually poor. In 2017, the
metro area poverty rate was

14.6%,

the same as the national
rate. The Niagara County
poverty rate is lower at

13.4%.

CITY OF NIAGARA FALLS
POVERTY RATE

In 2017, the poverty rate for
the City of Niagara Falls was

27.5%,

more than twice that for
Niagara County as a whole.
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The Geography of Niagara County

Niagara County is in the northern part of the Buffalo-Niagara Falls metro area. It is bordered by Lake
Ontario to the north; the Niagara River and Ontario, Canada to the west; Erie County to the south; and
Genesee and Orleans Counties to the east. It spans 1,140 square miles with a land area of just over 520
square miles.! It contains Niagara Falls, a popular tourist destination and one of the most iconic sites in

New York State.

Niagara County is home to three cities — Niagara Falls, North Tonawanda, and Lockport — as well as 12

towns, five villages, seven Census-designated places, and two Indian Reservations: the Tuscarora Nation

Reservation and a portion of the Tonawanda Reservation.

Above: Map of Niagara County.
Source: Geography and Space, Map of Niagara County, 7l
New York, April 4, 2019, accessed through “Niagara
County,” Wikipedia, accessed August 9, 2019.
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Niagara'Falls

To the right: Niagara County in regional context. ]

Source: Google Maps. d
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Percent of People Living Below the Poverty Line
AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY DATA, 1-YEAR ESTIMATES, 2013 - 20172
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14.00% .
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Household Income
56
AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY DATA, 5-YEAR ESTIMATES, 2013 - 2017 MEDIAN INCOME

Cl‘ty of Tusc.:arora City of Niagara In 2017, the median
Niagara | Nation Lockport | North County .
income was less than

Falls Reservation Tonawanda
$34,000

in the City of Niagara
Falls, while close to

Median $33,965 $28,839 $41,447  $53,002 $51,656

Household $5 1 ,OOO
Income
in Niagara County.

Income 2,498 80 711 711 5,734
bel
$$OOZ)VOO The Tuscarora Nation

I Reservation’s median
Income 2,176 35 507 699 5,104 income falls just below
between
$10,000 $29 OOO
and I
$14,999
Income 3,247 65 1,208 1,549 9,818
between DEEP POVERTY
$15,000 Deep poverty is heavily
and concentrated in the cities.
$24,999 Of households with
Income 7,921 180 2426 2,959 20,656 incomes below $10,000
below in the region, nearly

$25,000 4 4%

*See Appendix A for Full Table
live in the Niagara Falls

and

29%

live in Lockport and North
Tonawanda.
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Understanding Racial Disparities: Demographics of Niagara County
AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY DATA, 5-YEAR ESTIMATES, 2013 - 2017’
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| Asian

B Two or more races

I-__- II__I e — i = - I.
Niagara ;ity of City of City of Tuscgrora
County Niagara North Lockport Natlor?
Falls Tonawanda Reservation
86.0% 67.6% 93.5% 84.8% 12.1%
7.1% 22.4% 1.5% 6.4% 0.0%
2.7% 3.6% 2.1% 4.2% 1.2%
1.0% 1.4% 0.4% 0.1% 67.8%
1.0% 1.0% 0.4% 1.5% 11.7%
1.9% 3.8% 1.7% 3.0% 4.4%

While not as heavily segregated as Erie County, Niagara County is still segregated, with African-
Americans concentrated heavily in the city of Niagara Falls. Hispanic or Latino residents are
somewhat more evenly distributed, but they are overrepresented in Niagara Falls and Lockport.

The percentage of
people of color in
Niagara County is

1 28%, in the

City of Niagara Falls,

itis 31 2%

Over 85% of the

Tuscarora Native
Reservation’s
population identify as
non-white.

PARTNERSHIP FOR THE PUBLIC GOOD

North Tonawanda is
an unusual city in that
it has a higher
proportion of white
residents (93.5%) than
Niagara County as a
whole (86%).
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People Living Below the Poverty Line by Race
AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY DATA, 5-YEAR ESTIMATES, 20178
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These pie charts show the

racial make-up of the people

living below the poverty line for

each region. In the County,
69% of those living in poverty
are white, and 21% are African
American, whereas in Niagara
Falls, 51% of those in poverty
are white, and 36% are African

American.
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Legend:
|| White alone

B Black or African American alone

B American Indian and Alaska
Native alone

M Asian alone

I Native Hawaiian and Other
Pacific Islander alone

B Some other race alone

I Two or more races

HISPANIC/LATINO
POPULATION AMONG
THOSE IN POVERTY

5.8%

Niagara County

7.3%

Niagara Falls

1.9%

North Tonawanda

8.0%

Lockport

*A full table with all
demographic data is
available in Appendix B.
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Percent of People Living Below the Poverty Line:

Those who identify as White Alone or Black Alone®

AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY DATA, 5-YEAR ESTIMATES, 2017

Niagara County:
200000 183,458
150000
100000
>0000 10.5% 14,982 38.9%
O I
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Legend:
M Above poverty line
Below poverty line

These graphs show the
number of people in the
two largest
demographic groups in
Niagara County and the
percentage of people in
poverty.*

Even though the
poverty rate for African
Americans in Niagara
County is more than
three times higher,
there are still more
whites living in poverty
(19,263) than African
Americans (5,828),
because the county is
86% white. In fact, there
are more whites living in
poverty in Niagara
County than the total
number of African
Americans living in the
county.

*A full table with all
demographic data is
available in Appendix C.
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Race and Poverty

Poverty throughout Niagara County disproportionately impacts The black population in

Niagara Falls is just over
22% of the total
population, yet

people of color. Even in cities like Lockport where the black
population is relatively low, at around 6.4 percent, 30.8 percent of
black residents of Lockport live in poverty, representing over 13
percent of those in poverty.

represents
These numbers are even more stark in the city of Niagara Falls, 3 6 %
where the black population is just over 22 percent of the total . .
population yet represents 36 percent of those living in poverty. These of residents in poverty.

trends are echoed throughout Niagara County.

This map demonstrates racial disparities when it comes to poverty. Lighter-shaded census tracts
are experiencing poverty at a higher level.

Source: U.S. Housing and Urban Development Department, Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Map
Tool, Map 12: Demographics and Poverty, November 2017, https://egis.hud.gov/aftht/#.
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Rent Affordability

According to the federal definition of rental affordability, less Nearly half of renters in

Niagara Falls pay

than 30 percent of income should go toward rent and utility

expenses.!? In Niagara County, over 46 percent of renters are
paying more of their income than what is considered affordable. more th an
Similarly, 43 percent of renters in Lockport and nearly 55
percent of renters in the city of Niagara Falls are paying more 3 O% of their

than what is considered affordable.!! . .
income on housing

expenses.
Homelessness
In 2017, 1,929 people experienced homelessness in Niagara
County, 6.4 percent higher than 2016. Due to their
disproportionate poverty, people of color are overrepresented in
the homeless population. For example, while African Americans African Americans make
make up just over 7 percent of the Niagara County population, up just over 7% of the
they account for nearly 40 percent of all people experiencing Niagara County
homelessness. population, yet they
account for
Of the population experiencing homelessness in Niagara
County, 299 were children; nearly half were members of female- Nnea rl y 40%

headed single-parent households, while about a quarter were of all people

experiencing
homelessness.

unaccompanied.'?

Over 50 percent of those experiencing homelessness list the City
of Niagara Falls as their last place of residence.!3

Vehicles

In Niagara County, almost 10 percent of households have no

vehicles available. The statistic is similar for both North In the City of Niagara

Tonawanda and Lockport, while only 5.6 percent of those on Falls,

the Tuscarora Nation Reservation have no vehicle available!#. (o)
over 20%

In the City of Niagara Falls, over 20 percent of households have
no vehicle available.!? of households have no
vehicle available.

PARTNERSHIP FOR THE PUBLIC GOOD
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High School Graduation Rates

County-wide, the four-year graduation rate for all students in the
Class of 2018 1s 82 percent; among economically disadvantaged
students, the rate is slightly lower at 77 percent.!6

The New York State Education Department (NYSED) defines
economically disadvantaged as “those who participate in, or
whose family participates in, economic assistance programs.”
NYSED notes “if one student in a family 1s identified as low-
income, all students from that household...may be identified as

low income.” 17

School Districts in | Graduation Graduation Rate

Economically

Niagara County Rate'® Among Disadvantaged
Economically Students (K-12)%
Disadvantaged
Students'®
Barker 97% 96% 51%
Lewiston-Porter 93% 80% 25%
Lockport City 87% 80% 56%
Newfane 88% 70% 47%
Niagara Falls City 63% 71% 76%
Niagara- 87% 81% 42%
Wheatfield
North Tonawanda 75% 71% 48%
City
Royalton-Hartland 91% 89% 42%
Starpoint 94% 84% 20%
Wilson 89% 86% 44%

In 2018, the Niagara
Falls City School District
had the lowest
graduation rate in
Niagara County —

63%.

This is followed by the
North Tonawanda City
Schools at

75%.

51%

of Niagara County
public school students
are economically
disadvantaged,
compared to

56%

in Lockport and

76%

in Niagara Falls.

In addition to economically disadvantaged students graduating at lower rates, there are racial disparities in

graduation rates among students in Niagara County, as evidenced in the bar graph below. 2!

100% 86% 74% 7

80% 66% ° 60% 64%
60%
40%
20%

0%

White Black or African Hispanic or Latino American Indian or ~ Asian or Native Multiracial
American Alaska Native Hawaiian/Other
Pacific Islander 10
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Education and Poverty among Individuals Over 25
AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY DATA, 5-YEAR ESTIMATES, 2013 - 201722

City of Tuscarora City of City of Niagara

Income in Past
12 Months
Below Poverty
Level

Less than high
school
graduate

High school
graduate
Some college,
associate’s
degree
Bachelor's
degree or
higher

Income in Past
12 Months
Above Poverty
Level

Less than high
school
graduate

High school
graduate
Some college,
associate’s
degree
Bachelor's
degree or
higher

Niagara | Nation Lockport | North County
Falls Reservation Tonawa-
nda
21.3% 28.6% 13.4% 7.5%
22.5% 14.3% 25.6% 18.1%
37.4% 43.4% 31.1% 41.1%
31.4% 37.6% 36.3% 28.7%
8.8% 4.8% 7.1% 12.0%
78.7% 71.4% 86.6% 92.5%
9.3% 8.6% 10.2% 6.3%
40.3% 42.7% 29.2% 33.4%
30.5% 26.3% 37.2% 34.8%
19.9% 22.1% 23.5% 25.6%
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11.0%

20.9%

37.6%

31.5%

10.0%

89.0%

7.3%

34.2%

33.1%

25.3%

On average, those
with income above
the poverty level are

14% more
likely

to have education
above the high school
level.

11
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Appendix A: Household Income — Full Table
AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY DATA, 5-YEAR ESTIMATES, 2013 - 20172® 24

City of Tuscarora City of City of North Niagara Buffalo- United States
Niagara Nation Lockport Tonawanda County Niagara
Falls Reservation Metro

Area

Median $33,965 $28,839 $41,447 $53,002 $51,656 $53,534 $57,652
Household
Income

Income 2,498 80 711 711 5,734 35,041 7,942,251
below
$10,000

Income 2,176 35 507 699 5,104 28,261 5,768,114
between

$10,000 and

$14,999

Income 3,247 65 1,208 1,549 9,818 50,088 11,637,905
between

$15,000 and

$24,999

Income 7,921 180 2,426 2,959 20,656 113,390 25,348,270
below
$25,000

12
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Appendix B: People in Poverty Broken Down by Race — Niagara County Alone

Among each racial group, percentage of people below the poverty line
AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY DATA, 5-YEAR ESTIMATES, 2017%

White alone, not
Hispanic or Latino

Black or African
American alone

American Indian
and Alaska Native
alone

Asian alone
Native Hawaiian
and Other Pacific
Islander Alone

Some other race
alone
Two or more races

Overall
Hispanic or Latino
(of any race)

City of
Niagara Falls

51.1%

36.0%

2.6%

0.9%
0.2%

1.4%

7.6%

100%
7.29%

Tuscarora Nation
Reservation

4.3%

0.0%

72.6%

22.3%
0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100%

PARTNERSHIP FOR THE PUBLIC GOOD

City of
Lockport

80.6%

13.5%

0.4%

0.1%
0.1%

1.2%

4.1%

100%
8.0%

City of North
Tonawanda

92.4%

2.1%

0.7%

1.7%
0%

0.2%

2.9%

100%
1.9%

68.9%

20.8%

2.6%

1.1%
0.1%

1.4%

5.1%

100%
5.8%

Niagara

County

13
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Appendix C: Percent of People Living Below the Poverty Line by Race — Full Table
Among each racial group in each geographic area, percentage of people below the poverty line
AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY DATA, 5-YEAR ESTIMATES, 20172

City of Tuscarora City of City of North Niagara Buffalo- United
Niagara Nation Lockport Tonawanda County Niagara States
Falls Reservation Metro
Area
White alone, 20.3% 11.4% 14.2% 8.5% 10.5% 9.2% 10.3%
not Hispanic
or Latino
Black or 43.6% - 30.8% 12.5% 38.9% 34.7% 25.20%
African
American
alone
Hispanic or 55.8% 0% 30.4% 7.6% 29.1% 36.1% 22.20%
Latino (of any
race)
American 51.0% 35.8% 100%* 15.9%* 34.3% 32.0% 26.8%
Indian and
Alaska Native
alone
Asian alone 26.5% 63.4% 1.3% 35.2%* 14.4% 32.2% 11.9%
Native 91.7%* 0%* 100%* - 51.4%* 44.3% 19.0%
Hawaiian and
Other Pacific

Islander Alone

Some other 47 .6%* 0% 34.0%* 2.6%* 31.5%* 47.3% 23.8%
race alone

Two or more 45.9% 6.5% 17.0% 13.5% 30.0% 32.6% 18.4%
races

Overall 27.6% 33.6% 15.4% 8.8% 13.4% 14.6% 14.6%

*These racial groups are less than 1% of the overall population; while the values do validly represent the
population at hand, the sample size is comparatively small.

14
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' U.S. Census Bureau, “QuickFacts: Niagara County, New
York,” accessed August 9, 2019,
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2013-2017 5-Year Estimates, Table B19001, generated
using American Fact Finder, accessed April 8, 2019,
https://factfinder.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/17
5YR/B192001/0100000USI0400000US3610500000US3606
310600000US360634308210600000US3606351055106000
00US360635368210600000US36063757481310M300US1
5380.
24 U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey,
2013-2017 5-Year Estimates, Table B19013, generated
using American Fact Finder, accessed April 8, 2019,
https://factfinder.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/17
5YR/B192013/0100000USI0400000US3610500000US3606
310600000US360634308210600000US3606351055106000
00US360635368210600000US36063757481310M300US1
5380.
% U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey,
2017 Community Survey 1-Year Estimates, Table S1701,
generated using American Fact Finder, accessed April 8,
2019,
https://factfinder.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/17
5YR/S1701/0100000USI0400000US3610500000US36063
10600000US360634308210600000US36063510551060000
0US360635368210600000US36063757481310M300US15
380.
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