BUFFALO Commons

Proposal for Research

Created by the Partnership for the Public Good and Cornell in Buffalo, the Buffalo Commons seeks to
make Buffalo-Niagara-focused research accessible to the community and to inspire collaborative
efforts among researchers and practitioners that will expand that body of knowledge.

Through the research portal, community organizations can propose topics for research that would
help them serve the public. Students and faculty can then choose from those topics and produce
work to benefit the community. The Buffalo Commons will publish and archive the resulting research
so that it is easily available. A description of your initiative will help researchers choose your topic.

Name Sam Magavern

Phone Number (716) 852-4196 Email saom@ppgbuffalo.org

Name of your Organization Partnership for the Public Good

Brief Description of what your organization does/is and/or the community served

PPG is a community-based think tank doing research and advocacy on behalf of roughly 300

organizations in Buffalo-Niagara.

Brief description of the research needed. There are now many different products and processes
that involve factory-made housing units or housing components. Industry spokesman are reaching
out to groups in Buffalo-Niagara. It would be helpful fo have an assessment of current products
and processes and whether it would be wise to integrate any of them into affordable housing in
Buffalo-Niagara. How green and affordable are they compared to “stick-built” alternativese Are
there options that would fit well with the historic architecture and urban fabric of the region?
Potential Title of Proposed Research Project Is Manufactured Housing a Green and Affordable
Strategy for Buffalo-Niagara and similar regions?e

Is there a specific date by which this research is needed? May 2020

How will this research be used to aid the community? PPG will share it with affordable housing
developers (especially non-profits) and government agencies that fund affordable housing.
What (if any) other community groups are involved. | have discussed this question with PUSH and
Belmont Housing.

What resources can you offer to aid the researcher (access to data, people to interview, etc.)

PPG can supply research support and guidance.



