
Wifi network: 
Cornell-Visitor

 Then complete guest form 
when it pops up on internet 
browser



Examples of Census data in PPG publications

• Rental Housing Costs in Buffalo

• The City of Buffalo Police Department

https://ppgbuffalo.org/files/documents/housing_neighborhoods/general/rentalhousingcostsinbuffalo.pdf
https://ppgbuffalo.org/files/documents/criminal-justice/policing/criminaljustice-_buffalo_police_department_fact_sheet.pdf


Decennial Census

• Surveys every 10 years

• Data released every 10 years

• Counts people

• Attempts to survey everyone

• Surveys continuously

• Data released every year

• Social and economic 
characteristics

• Surveys a sample of people, 
creates “estimate”

American Community 
Survey



The 
American 
Community 
Survey



NationGeographic Areas



Example table



Margin of Error

20,396

Vacant Housing Units:

22,464



Factfinder.census.gov 

OR

Google “American Factfinder”



Practice Census Research Questions

• How has the City of Buffalo’s poverty rate changed over time?

• How does the city’s vacancy rate compare to the county’s and state’s 
vacancy rate? (# vacant units / # total units = vacancy rate) 

• Challenge: An elected official is claiming that 62% of Erie County’s 
impoverished households are located outside the City of Buffalo. Your 
colleagues wonder whether this is accurate. Is this true? 



Other resources

• Virtual Tour: https://factfinder.census.gov/help/en/index.htm#, click 
“virtual tour” hyperlink

• Webinars and “Data Gems”: www.census.gov/academy

• New Census database: https://Data.census.gov

https://factfinder.census.gov/help/en/index.htm
http://www.census.gov/academy
https://data.census.gov/


Social Explorer: 
socialexplorer.com


