




- Housing
- Water
- Food
- Jails and Justice
- Economy and Workers
- Civic Participation and Government Transparency

Today’s issue areas:



In each area:

- What policies have already changed?
- What do we still need?

 Short-term recovery + long-term equity
- Partner examples, concerns
- Questions and Comments

-



Housing



8,530 eviction cases, 4,383 eviction warrants in 2017



• Moratorium on Evictions
• NYS level – for ALL tenants through June 20
• Federal level – for some tenants through July 24

**If tenant facing eviction before June 20 (illegal), contact 
Neighborhood Legal Services 716-847-0650 for free legal 
help**

• Limited Mortgage Relief

What’s already changed?

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-2028-continuing-temporary-suspension-and-modification-laws-relating-disaster-emergency
https://www.nhlp.org/wp-content/uploads/2020.03.27-NHLP-CARES-Act-Eviction-Moratorium-Summary.pdf




The Rent and Mortgage Cancellation Bill – Rep. Ilhan
Omar HR6515
• Cancels rent and mortgage from April 1 until 

emergency ends
• Funds for landlords and lenders
• Funds for creation of affordable housing
• Support it here: 

https://homesguarantee.com/cancelrent/

What do we still need?

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6515/text
https://homesguarantee.com/cancelrent/


• Just Cause Eviction legislation (NYS or municipal 
level)

• Clean Hands Eviction legislation (municipal level)

• For more policy recommendations, see our 2020 
Evictions Report

What do we still need? (continued)

https://ppgbuffalo.org/files/documents/housing_neighborhoods/general/housingneighborhoods-_evicted_in_buffalo.pdf


Spotlight: 
PUSH Buffalo rent relief, 
rental assistance, and
landlord negotiations



Water



Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Totals

2015 87 33 0 342 223 344 368 433 367 383 344 433 3357

2016 308 282 473 576 693 542 425 430 375 372 265 261 5002

2017 292 504 425 337 421 372 251 399 223 294 375 185 4078

2018 56 361 400 604 523 336 278 309 281 383 384 216 4131

2019 200 313 282 327 1122

Avg.
Not inc. 
2019

186 295 325 465 465 399 331 393 312 358 342 274 4142

17,690 shut-offs for nonpayment, Jan. 2015 – April 2019



• Buffalo Water suspended shut-offs for nonpayment

• Turning on customers at no cost

• Stopped accrual of interest, late fees 

What’s already changed?







• Guiding principle: “Ensure water is reliable and 
affordable for all” (US Water Alliance)

• Long-term suspension of shut-offs for 
nonpayment

• More equitable financing, rate structure for low-
income individuals 

• Transparency – how many homes are still without 
water (nonpayment vs. structural)?

What do we still need?

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfBFxgFpNNxqQpdODymqQlC8nxjGVm64Of3ElVY7D4MQsLuRg/viewform


• Plumbing, home repair funds (flexible, less 
restricted)

What do we still need (continued)?



Spotlight: 
Testimony from
client without water 
for 16 months



Food



In Buffalo Niagara, 12% of households 
(56,000) lack access to a supermarket –
they live more than 0.4 miles from one 
and lack access to a vehicle. 



• Seeding Resilience: Building a community food system to 
address food inequities in our region exacerbated by 
COVID-19 in sectors such as

• Growing
• Distributing
• Processing
• Transportation
• Community engagement

• Recognizing that we have the food resources in our region, 
but that they need to be organized in an equitable manner

What’s already changed?

http://foodsystemsplanning.ap.buffalo.edu/seedingresilience/


• Policies at local, state, and national levels that guarantee 
worker health and safety

• Food chain jobs make up 7 of the 10 lowest paid jobs in the 
country

• All workers need paid sick and family leave, access to PPE, 
and safe working conditions

• Farmworkers need to be paid hourly and not at a piece-rate 
basis

What do we still need?



Spotlight: 
Fruit Belt community 
outreach and need



Jails and Justice



• Jail population has decreased:
• Down by about 80 since March, now 520 individuals 

in county jails
• This is around half of what it was before changes to 

bail in September 2018
• 17 sentenced people were released early
• About 33 people had bail reduced or eliminated
• Only 4 people with technical violations have been 

released
• Arrests are down, fewer people entering jail

What’s already changed?



• Release or furlough (temporary release) for elderly, 
pregnant or at-risk inmates

• Release to supervision pretrial defendants or 
people who have served 60-90 days of a sentence

• Utilize emergency county funds for basic needs
• Test more inmates for the virus
• Allow social distancing, PPE and hygiene within 

jails

What do we still need?



Spotlight: 
Reduce the jail 
population in the 
long-term



Economy and Workers



• Unemployment Insurance-waiting period waived & 
extended; changes to filing

• Paid sick leave—NYS expansion guarantees job-
protected paid leave to workers (here and here); federal 
government has a program—learn more here.

• Special Enrollment Period for NY State of Health available 
through May 15

• CARES Act SBA Loans
• Work from Home

What’s already changed?

https://paidfamilyleave.ny.gov/covid-19-paid-leave-guidance-employers
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/new-york-issues-important-guidance-covid-19-quarantine-leave-law
https://www.abetterbalance.org/resources/know-your-rights-covid-19-benefits-leave-for-new-york-workers/


• Provide Emergency Fiscal Support for Non-Profits (another massive COVID-
19 package); expanded access to PPP (which is no longer available after this 
last round)

• Pro-worker, High Road labor standards
• Considerations for transition off unemployment
• Living Wages

• Expand paid sick leave and family leave and eliminate sick leave carve outs: 
Domestic workers -- nannies, elder care, housecleaners -- whose workplace 
is someone’s home are currently excluded.

• Push for freelance labor protections: If they are classified as independent 
contractors they will not have any unemployment insurance coverage, paid 
sick leave or health care coverage.

• Up-to-Date Resources on Economy and Work in NYS: Cornell ILR COVID-19-
-https://www.ilr.cornell.edu/work-and-coronavirus

What do we still need?

https://www.ilr.cornell.edu/work-and-coronavirus


• Enforceable measures for frontline workers (not there yet)
• Increase of Workplace Health and Safety Measures, 

particularly for frontline workers (not there yet) including 
proper protective gear and limiting exposure

• Policies for at-risk populations (can’t ask/survey employees)-
can’t discriminate, but need to develop options for self-
identified vulnerable populations
• Consider work from home option (until vaccine)

• Making tests free and convenient

Reopening Economy/Reimagining Work



Spotlight: 
Impact on artists and 
arts organizations



ASI surveyed 178 artists and arts 
organizations: current total loss of 
revenue/income is $2,532,576; total 
anticipated loss of income is $4,459,319.

Link to WNY Arts Emergency Relief Fund

https://www.asiwny.org/wny-arts-emergency-relief-fund/


Civic Participation and
Government Transparency



• Buffalo Common Council meeting virtually
• Comment on meeting items by emailing 

councilstaff@city-buffalo.com
• Erie County Legislature meeting virtually
• Voting by Absentee Ballot for Primary and General 

Election
• Census deadline extended

What’s already changed?

http://www.buffalony.gov/meetings
mailto:councilstafff@city-buffalo.com


• Stronger Open Meeting Laws
• Long-term virtual participation in Council and 

Legislature meetings after reopening

What do we still need?



Questions and Discussion



- Housing – sarah@ppgbuffalo.org
- Water – andrea@ppgbuffalo.org
- Food – jgilber@buffalo.edu
- Jails and Justice – colleen@ppgbuffalo.org
- Economy and Workers – ks844@cornell.edu
- Arts and Cultural – Zainab@ppgbuffalo.org
- Civics / Government – orlando@ppgbuffalo.org

Learn more about / join advocacy efforts:



- K-12 Education
- Higher Education
- Health
- Transit
- Language Access
- Environment
- Other?

Vote: What Policy Areas to Cover in Part 2? 


