crossroads:
land liberation and the
future of the
postindustrial city




land and liberation

“For a colonized people the most essential value,
because the most concrete, is first and foremost the
land: the land which will bring them bread and,
above all, dignity.”
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waterways/
goods/
resources




capital/labor
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the best
planned city




white supremacy

and the city

Figure 8. 1937 Home Owners’ Loan Corp. Residential Security Map
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rise of labor/
consumer class




the destruction
of the city




suburbanization/
racial capitalism







¢/:revanchism/resilience/
culture of place







glohal city/hourgeoisie

Types 1982

1 - Beaux quartiers

2 - logements récents, classes
moyennes et supérieures

|:| 3 - habitat ancien populaire

4 - habitat ancien tres
inconfortable et trés populaire

D 5 - HBM et HLM anciens

I:, 6 - HLM récents

Les IRIS apparaissant en gris
correspondent aux emprises des

284 principaux équipements et espaces
verts et & ceux qui regroupent moins
de 100 ménages

Source : INSEE, RGP 1982
(caractéristiques des résidences
principales selon les CS des ménages)

© carte réalisée par Anne Clerval (Géographie-cités), avec Philcarto

0 05 1 15km
| =



loft living




sharon zukin

“Artists have heen used over and over again since
the early 1980s as the legitimizers of a
neighborhood in New York. And entrepreneurial
artists, meaning people who themselves start out
as painters, musicians, dancers, and who open a
café, a bar, a restaurant, or even a co-op art gallery
- they unintentionally develop the kinds of
attractions that bring the middle class with some
kind of cultural ambition.”


https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1604347

capital's
fantasia




neil smith

“Today we are seeing a total class retake of the
central city. Almost without exception, the new
housing, new restaurants, new artistic venues, new
entertainment locales--not to mention the new
jobs on Wall Street--are all aimed at a social class
quite different from those who populated the
Lower East Side or the West Side, Harlem, or
neighborhood Brooklyn in the 1960s.”



new markets
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privilege zones/
land value
investment/
rent gap/
production of
space

Grand Circus
Park

Hudson’s
department
store

. Campus
Martius

s e

The Qube

Federal Reserve
building =0

AS OF MAY 2014

Dan Gilbert’s
Downtown
‘ Since January 2011, the billionaire

M Gilbert-owned properties
M Gilbert-leased properties
| Greektown Hotel & Casino properties founder of Quicken Loans has

Future development sites purchased or taken out long-term
= M-1 Rail leases on 60 properties.




neil smith

“The rent gap is the disparity hetween the
potential ground rent level and the actual ground
rent capitalized under the present land use.”



leisure/
renaissance
| narratives




luxury/
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Legend

D Cleveland Boundary

Population Change : ——
R Cleveland Downtown's population increased
Population Change 1990 to 2010 / 96% from 1990 to 2010

A
B 450% --25.0%
B 2« 9% -00%

B 0.1% - 25.0%
downtowns '



eds/meds
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financialization




rent gap/race




Columbus
Indianapolis
Grand Rapids
Philadelphia
Baltimore
Pittsburgh
Buffalo
Cleveland
Detroit

Growth 2010-13
4.3%
2.8%
2.3%
1.8%
0.2%
0.0%
-0.9%
-1.7%
-3.5%

Foreign Born %
10.9%
8.7%
10.1%
12.2%
7.4%
7.4%
8.4%
4.6%
5.1%

rust belt
growth



Major cities with poverty
rates of at least 25 percent

— Detroit 36.4%
reallty/ . Cleveland 35%
counter-narrative Buffalo 28.8%

Milwaukee 27.8%
St. Louis 26.7%
Miami, Fla. 26.5%
Memphis 26.2%
Cincinnati 25.7%
Philadelphia 25%

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau,
2009 American Community Survey

THE PLAIN DEALER



counter-narrative/housing hazards

Clevelland
o

St. Clair-Superior
neighborhood

CLEVELAND, OHIO

Lead poisoning remains a problem in several
Ohio areas, and parts of Cleveland have some
of the highest poisoning rates in the US. In
some tracts in the St. Clair-Superior area, half of
children tested had elevated lead levels, a rate
10 times higher than in Flint, Michigan.
“Cleveland is my home, so it's deeply personal
every time we see new numbers on lead
exposure,” said U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown.

Percentage of children between ages 0-6 tested
with elevated blood lead levels, 2005-2015

None/data not available
Less than 5.0%
5.0-10.0%

10.1-15.0%

15.1-20.0%
20.1-25.0%
25.1-30.0%
30.1-35.0%
35.1-40.0%

More than 40.0%

Source: U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention



counter-narrative/ Operation Strikeforce Roadblock Locations, Buffalo, NY
- .
revanchism/
- - - =
racialized policing




- FIGURE 2
counter-narrative/
— City of Evans Bank Q\\\& > 50% > 40%

|| I Buffalo Trade Area African- African-
reaimning
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xdUsZaJ80zI

“The right to the city is far more than
the individual liberty to access urban
resources: it is a right to change
ourselves by changing the city.”

David Harvey



which way forward?:
community control of land and
development




LB —

PUBLIC LAND OWNERSHIP BY AGENCY

R cITY OF DETROIT B WAYNE COUNTY TREAZURER
B CETROM HOUUING COMMISSION BN DETROIT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

M WAYNE COUNTY LAND BARK
-

ABCHBAN LAND BANK FATT
TRACK AUTHORITY

\ While there are may publich owned parcel: withi the city of Detroi, theze are owned
sumss X by 3 vesity of &fferent agencie: with difierent mizsiom. Coordinason ameog these
e / ageacies iz key to unlecking the potensial of Detrait'z publicly held bnd.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZPlnWFYz1v0

Henry Louis Taylor

“Buffalo leaders and their land development compadres are
conspiring to normalize an approach to huilding the city
based on trilogy of (1) market demand (2) gentrification and
(3) displacement.

Our resident driven development model is based on (1) the
neighborhood as the prime unit of development (2)
community control of the neighborhood development process
(3) neighborhood districting to capture fiscal resources
originating in the community and (4) the radical community
land trust model and collective ownership.”



push bhuffalo:
land campaign







right to the city




future city: just transition




“Science fiction is simply a way to
practice the future together. I suspect
that is what many of you are up to,
practicing futures together, practicing
justice together, living into new stories.
It is our right and responsihility to
create a new world.”

Adrienne Maree Brown



future city: energy/water/food




future city: localism/value added
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/emergence

the new organ




old organizing: base-bhuilding






http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eaHy2BrB030
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ecology/roots

synthes




synthesis: third space/cultural organizing




frontline
leadershlp/
climate
justice




synthesis:
cultural
power/gramsci




political education:
culture/economy/politics




COMMUNITY-BASED
PROJECT TYPOLOGIES
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CLEAN AND GREEN LOT




COMMUNITY FARM













RAIN GARDEN WITH PAVERS
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GEO-THERMAL HEATING EFIELD







MULTI-EAMILY INFILL
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HOME WEATHERIZATION




SINGLE FAMILY
RENOVATION




MULTI-EAMILY RENOVATION
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FORMER PUBLIC FACGILITY
RENOVATION




VACANT PUBLIC PARK RESTORATION
















